
 Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3 April, 2012

Between 7.00pm and 8.30pm at Memorial Hall, Otterburn
MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne – Chair 
Val Corbett – Vice Chair

Harry Scott
Sarah Robson

Gary Satchwell

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk

1. Apologies for absence
There were apologies for absence from Clive Emerson due to work commitments.

2. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the 
Chair.

3. Matters arising
a) Item 3b: Otterburn Hall footpaths:  The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.  The Chair reported that it 
would be a great shame if it were necessary to go to public enquiry to settle the matter over the footpaths and 
hoped further negotiations between the Angel Group and Parish Council would result in reasonable access 
across the land.

b) item 3d: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village: The Chair reported a response had been received from 
NCC recommending that warning signs on the road would be sufficient to slow traffic and make the road 
safer. IT WAS AGREED by all this was a disappointing outcome and the Chair would write to NCC 
highlighting again the dangers of the busy road to all but particularly school children. This letter would be sent 
so was received in time for the Area Committee meeting on 10 April that Cllrs Corbett and Robson would be 
attending.

c) item 6b: Maintenance tasks in the village: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.  Unfortunately Mr 
Mowatt had no been well recently so IT WAS AGREED to discuss the quotes when all had been received. IT 
WAS AGREED to ask Mr Mowatt to cut the grass at ‘The Green’ Willow Green again on a fortnightly basis 
from April.

d) item 6d: The Green, Willow Green – Village Green status:  The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

4. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for March, 2012: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was AGREED.

b) Payment of PAYE to HMRC: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

c) Parish Council budget – forecast spend for 2012-13: The Clerk provided details of the spend and closing balances 
for the year ending 31 March, 2012. The Clerk further explained the budget forecasting for the year 2012-13 
that included additional spend for maintenance costs relating to the Millennium Green, public seating and 
children’s play area as well as provision for spend on snow clearing from footpaths next winter.

d) 2011-12 Audit: The Clerk reported the dates that the annual Audit needed to be prepared and that Sally 
Blacklock had agreed to be internal Auditor again this year.

e) Payment of invoice for the hire of the Memorial Hall: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED

5. Planning
a) 12/00444/FUL: Conversion of Barn 3 to form one dwelling and resubmission of plans for Barns 1 and 2 (conversion to two  
dwellings) with minor amendments, including revised site layout, gardens and parking areas: The Clerk’s Report was received 
and AGREED.
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6. New Business
a) Litter picking event in the village:  The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.  The Clerk reported that he 
had been advised there was a lot of litter on the land at Percy’s Cross just outside the village and that he would 
clear it over Easter.

b) Bus shelter maintenance: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. The Chair reported he would take on 
the cleaning of the bus shelter from Easter and would also look to remove the old Parish Council notice board.

c) Mobile library service: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED

d) Replacement of seats and tables in Millennium Green and around the village: The Chair reported that whilst 
replacement timber had been purchased it appeared much of the wood was rotten and it would be necessary to 
remove two picnic tables and one seat in the Millennium Green. The Chair has been investigating the 
possibility of a circular table/seating and would get a price for this. Meantime consideration would be given to 
possible sponsorship of new tables / chairs.

e) Willow Green plots of land: The Chair reported that it had been brought to his attention that the plots of land in 
Willow Green backing on the children’s play area were going to auction. The Chair advised he spoke to the 
Auctioneers who confirmed this was the case and that as they as they were concerned planning permission had 
lapsed and that there were no conditions to develop the footpath connecting Willow Green to Brierley 
Gardens. The Chair subsequently spoke to Jenny Green at NCC Planning Office who confirmed these aspects 
were still attached to the land and would speak to the Auctioneers. As a result the plots have been, at least for 
now, removed from sale.

f) NALC meeting re Localism & Neighbourhood Planning: The Vice Chair reported on the learning’s from her 
attendance at the meeting in Hexham on 14 March.

7. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
IT WAS AGREED to hold the AGM at the May meeting.

IT WAS AGREED to discuss a possible newsletter to the Parishioners of Otterburn.

8. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.00pm on 
Tuesday, 1 May, 2012 at Otterburn Memorial Hall. 

Chairman: …..  Page 2 of 2

C:\Documents and Settings\Martin\My Documents\Parish Council\Minutes\2012-13\Mins 040312 April.doc


